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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgement is made of Applicant's IDS received 4 May 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP1-157315 
in view of Edwards (US 3,543,438). 

As to Claims 1 and 3, JP1-157315 discloses a growing medium (page 3, 1 st para, of 
translation in English) comprising a self-supporting block ("molded product" of page 7, 1 st para, 
of translation in English) formed from moss ("peat" of page 5, 1 st para, of translation in English) 
bounded together by a binding material ("ethylene vinyl acetate" of page 6, last line, of 
translation in English) dispersed through (from "Blending a water-resistant emulsion-type 
adhesive into the peat so as to form spot adhesion" of page 5, 1 st para., of translation in English), 
the binding material being a compatible adhesive and an adhesive in aqueous dispersion. Not 
disclosed is the moss being sphagnum moss. Edwards, however, discloses a growth block made 
of sphagnum moss (col. 3 line 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to modify the moss of JP1-157315 by using sphagnum moss as 
disclosed by Edwards depending upon availability of source. 


Application/Control Number: 10/058,262 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3643 

As to Claims 5 and 8 (when dependent upon Claim 5), JP1-157315 as modified by 
Edwards further discloses fibrous material dispersed through the sphagnum moss ("wood 
shavings" of col. 3 lines 1-3; shredded bark defined as within the ambit of wood shavings). 

As to Claims 6 and 7, JP1-157315 as modified by Edwards further discloses a fibrous 
material exterior coating ("cheese cloth fabric" of col. 2 line 67). 

As to Claim 8, the limitations of Claim 7 are disclosed as described above. Not disclosed 
is the outer exterior shredded waste paper. However, because cheese cloth and shredded waste 
paper were art-recognized equivalents at the time of the invention in those growing media where 
the exact material used in the exterior coating was immaterial, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to substitute shredded waste paper for 
cheese cloth in the growing medium of JP1-157315 as modified by Edwards. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 1-1 573 15 in view of 
Edwards (US 3,543,438) in further view of Ball (US 4,414,776). 

As to Claim 1, are disclosed as described above. Not disclosed is the binding material a 
botanical gum. Ball, however, discloses the use of several botanical gums (col. 3 lines 1-2) in a 
seed mat environment (abstract). Because EVA and botanical gum resins were art-recognized 
equivalents (see Ball at col. 3. line 6) at the time of the invention in growing media where it is 
immaterial as to the exact binding material, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention would have found it obvious to substitute botanical gums for EVA as disclosed by Ball 
in the growing medium of JP1-157315 as modified by Edwards. 
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Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over JP1-157315 in view of 
Edwards (US 3,543,438) in further view of Langezaal et al. (US 5,218,783). 

As to Claim 14, the limitations of Claim 1-7 are disclosed as described above. Not 
disclosed is the growing medium in combination with a support tray, the support tray with one or 
more apertures adapted to receive the growing medium and being surrounded by solid white 
walls, the top and base of the apertures being open. Langezaal et al., however, discloses a 
support tray (5 of Fig. 2) in combination with the growing medium (1 1 of Fig. 2); the support 
tray with one or more apertures (9 of Fig. 2) adapted to receive the growing medium (Fig. 2) and 
being surrounded by solid white walls (walls solid white in Fig. 2), the top and base of the 
apertures being open, the tray with solid sidewalls and the top and bottom open (see Fig. 2). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to further 
modify the growing medium of JP1-157315 in view of Edwards (US 3,543,438) by using in 
combination with the support tray of Langezaal et al. so as to provide an easy means to carry a 
plurality of growing media at one time. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 4 May 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant's argument is: (1) JP 1-1 573 15 does not disclose use of sphagnum peat 
moss and peat moss and sphagnum peat moss are different (Remarks page 2, 3 rd and 4 th para.); 
and (2) it would not be obvious to modify JP1-157315 with Edwards because of the method of 
JPM57315 (Remarks page 3 1 st para.). 
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As to arguments (1) and (2), JP1-157315 discloses the use of sphagnum peat moss at 
pages 8, Example 1, and Example 2 in the translation supplied with the instant office action. 
Since JP1-157315 discloses sphagnum peat moss, it would have been obvious to modify JP1- 
157315 by Edwards so as to use sphagnum peat moss in the process and invention of JP1- 
1 573 1 5. (see In re Pearson 1 8 1 USPQ at 644 for statement that "this court has sanctioned the 
practice of nominally basing rejection on § 103 when, in fact, the actual ground of rejection is 
that the claims are anticipated by the prior art (citing In re Dailey)) 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Jeffrey L. Gellner whose phone number is 703.305.0053. The 
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Examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. The 
Examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, Peter Poon, can be reached at 703.308.2574. The official fax telephone number for 
the Technology Center where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703.872.9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703.308.1 1 13. 



Jeffrey L. Gellner 



PETER M. POON 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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SPECIFICATION /< 

1. Title 

Base Material for Growing Plants 

2 . Claims 

(1) A base material for growing plants that has peat as the major 
structural component and that is prepared by blending a water- 
resistant emulsion-type adhesive into the peat so as to form spot 
adhesion and by forming the mixture by compression molding. 

(2) The base material for growing plants stated in Claim 1, 
wherein seeds are embedded in advance. 

(3) A base material for growing plants that has peat as the major 
structural component and that is prepared by blending a water- 
resistant emulsion-type adhesive into the peat so as to form spot 
adhesion, by further blending bed soil for raising seedlings into the 
mixture, and by forming the mixture by compression molding. 

(4) The base material for growing plants stated in Claim 3, 
wherein 50 to 70% bed soil for raising seedlings is added to 30 to 50% 
peat into which an emulsion- type adhesive has been blended. 

(5) The base material for growing plants stated in Claim 3, 
wherein seeds are embedded in advance. 


*. Number in the .margin indicates -pagination. ..in the. foreign text. 


3. Detailed Description of the Invention 

[Industrial Field of Application] 

The present invention pertains to a base material for growing 
plants; in particular, to a base material for growing plants that has 
peat as the major structural component, that is prepared by blending a 
water-resistant emulsion-type adhesive into the peat so as to form 
spot adhesion and, if desired, by further blending bed soil for 
raising seedlings, and that can be rehydrated by adding water to it. 
It further pertains to a base material used for germination and 
cultivation of plants that has seeds embedded beforehand. 

[Prior Art] 

It is a widely known practice to use compression-molded peat 
products as base materials for cultivating plants and raising 
seedlings. These base materials are compact and easy to carry, and 
they are quickly rehydrated by adding water at the time of use and 
become cultivation soil having excellent water retention and 
breathability, thus rendering themselves useful for a wide range of 
industrial applications . 

There are two known production methods of compression-molded peat 
products, that is, a wet method and dry method, and they are 
selectively used according to applications. However, in either method, 
improving the shape retention of base materials in rehydration is a /90 


serious challenge. If a base material has poor shape retention, the 
base material could dissolve away with water when water is added to it 

As attempts to solve this shortcoming, various methods have been 
proposed, including a method that covers the sides of a peat material 
with a net-shaped material and a method that uses adhesives or asphalt 
emulsions to bind peat fibers together. 

These methods, however, are still left with some problems-for 
example, their production methods are troublesome, they interfere with 
the rehydration of peat, or they are not cost ef f ective-and neither of 
these methods has achieved satisfactory effects. 

Meanwhile, when peat is used but its mixing ratio is low, as is 
the case with seedling-raising bed soils for vegetables, flowers, rice 
plants, etc., it is difficult to solidify them by conventional methods 

With respect to the preparation of compression-molded peat 
products in which seeds are embedded, the aforesaid prior-art methods 
sow seeds on a molded product, further cover them with peat, and 
subsequently mold the entire structure. Because this molding requires 
a considerably high pressure, it causes compression breakdown or 
deterioration of the seeds; therefore, it is difficult to mold in one 
step at once. Accordingly, it is a common practice to form small holes 
for seeding use on the upper surface of compression-molded peat 
products and to insert seeds when the products are used. 


4 


[Object of the Invention] 

The object of the present invention is to provide a base material 
for growing plants that does not have the aforesaid shortcomings, and, 
in essence, it is a base material for growing plants that has peat as 
the major structural component and that is prepared by blending a 
water-resistant emulsion- type adhesive into the peat so as to form 
spot adhesion and, if desired, by further blending bed soil for 
raising seedlings, and it is also the aforesaid base material that has 
seeds embedded beforehand. 

The plant -cultivation base material of the present invention is 
rehydrated while retaining its shape when water is supplied to it, 
thus rendering itself highly useful for germination/cultivation of 
plants . 

[Configuration of the Invention] 

In the plant-cultivation base material of the present invention, 
the emulsion-type adhesive that is blended into peat so as to form 
spot adhesion has a configuration in which a hydrophobic polymer 
compound is dispersed in water in the form of microscopic particles. 
When an appropriate quantity of this emulsion is sprayed over peat, 
the peat absorbs water molecules. Therefore, the microscopic particles 
are distributed on the peat fibers or on peat particles in the form of 
spots . 

Therefore, in the spray-application process and the subsequent 
dryness -control process, the microscopic particles on the peat fibers 


or peat particles exhibit adhesion, and the peat fibers or peat 
particles make spot -contact among themselves and bond together. 
Furthermore, in the subsequent compression-molding process, the formed 
adhesion layer is further fortified owing to the pressure-sensitive 
adhesion property of the adhesive. In addition, in this compression 
process, the adhesive layer that has not been involved in the adhesion 
in the spraying/drying processes forms an adhesion layer between 
nearby fibers or particles, thereby realizing stronger adhesion as a 
whole . 

In the aforesaid mechanism, it is essential for the initial 
adhesion in the peat in the spray-application process and the drying 
process to progress in the form of spot adhesion. The reason for this 
is that the rehydration property of the base material at the time of 
water addition is achieved by loosely adhering the peat in these 
processes and then by compressing it. 

To promote the aforesaid initial adhesion, a binder with 
excellent adhesion is required. Therefore, thermoplastic polymer 
compounds with no adhesion or asphalt emulsions with weak adhesion are 
not suitable for this purpose. 

Some examples of the adhesive used in the plant-cultivation base 
material of the present invention include natural -rubber-based, 
synthetic-rubber-based, or synthetic-resin-based (acrylic resins, 
ethylene vinyl acetate resins, etc.) emulsion- type adhesives. 


Another feature of the present invention is that the use of an 
adhesive with an excellent pressure-sensitive adhesion property makes 
it possible to obtain a molded product having sufficient physical 
strength even if a low compression force is used for the molding. 

As a consequence, the present invention makes it possible to 
efficiently form a molded product in which the base material and seeds 
are formed in one piece by compressing plant seeds and peat 
simultaneously. 

In the case of adding/blending bed soil to peat into which an 
adhesive has been blended in advance, the adhesive increases the 
bonding sites, and the bed soil is dispersed in the peat that is 
entangled in a 3D form; as a result, the bed soil can retain its shape 
well. ^ 

The blending proportion of peat and bed soil is not limited in 
any specific way as long as it is set to a condition that is suitable 
for the germination and growth of plant seeds, but, from the 
standpoint of efficient shape retention of the cultivation base 
material, it is advantageous to set the proportion to 30 to 50% of the 
peat to 50 to 70% of the bed soil. 

If the blending proportion of the peat is 30% or less, good shape 
retention cannot be attained, and, since a blending proportion of 3 0 
to 50% satisfies the shape-retention requirement well, there is no 
need to blend any more than 50%, and doing so is not desirable from 
the standpoint of cost effectiveness. 


The following explains in further detail the base material for 
growing plants pertaining to the present invention. 

On peat moss- -for example, commercially available Finnish 
sphagnum peat moss having a content of 10 to 50%- -is sprayed an 
acrylic-based emulsion-type adhesive. If the water content exceeds 50% 
here, the absorption of water in the emulsion by the peat is 
inhibited; as a result, desired adhesion cannot be obtained. 

It is possible to incorporate inorganic powder or granules of 
zeolite, vermiculite, perlite, etc., together with peat moss. 
Furthermore, it is also possible to mix commercially available 
chemical fertilizers, such as ammonium sulfate, urea, superphosphate 
of lime, fused magnesium phosphate, potassium chloride, etc., and, if 
necessary, such trace elements as Fe, Mg, B, Mn, Cu, Zn, etc., as well 
as growth promoters (dried microorganism or fungi, such as leguminous 
bacteria, mycorrhizal fungi, etc.) and plant hormones (cytokinin, 
brass inolide, etc . ) 

By blending these materials into peat moss to which an emulsion- 
type adhesive has been added, it becomes possible to handle various 
fertilizer application designs, and the peat moss is expected to have 
the effect of weight reduction and the effect of imparting 
breathability to seedling-raising bed soil, thereby providing an ideal 
environment for root growth. 
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Furthermore, because the adhesive blended into peat moss also 
promotes the bonding of these materials, the shape retention at the 
time of rehydration improves dramatically. 

According to the present invention, seedling-raising bed soil 
into which necessary ingredients have been blended can be mixed and 
compressed with the base material. In this case, the bed soil is given 
an excellent handling property as well as an appropriate rehydrating 
property and shape-retaining property when water is supplied. 
Especially when bed soil for rice plants is mixed, weight reduction 
can be achieved in addition to these effects, which fact greatly 
contributes to the improvement of the operability of machine planting 
of seedlings . 

The blending quantity of the adhesive varies depending on the 
physical property of the adhesive, the characteristics of the employed 
peat, and so forth, but it is usually in a range from 5% to 15% based 
on the peat in terms of dry weight. If the adhesive is used in an 
excessive quantity, the adhesive will cover the entire peat and 
inhibi t rehydra t ion . 

After the adhesive is applied by spraying, excess moisture is 
evaporated so as to set the total water content to a range from 10% to 
20%. The resulting product is packed in a given mold and compression 
molded. The compression pressure is in a range from 10 to 100 kg/cm 2 . 

In the case of preparing a molded product into which plant seeds 
are embedded, after peat that has been prepared as described in the 


foregoing is packed in a mold, seeds are sowed over it and further 
covered with the processed peat in a thickness corresponding to 
approximately three times the diameter of the seeds, after which 
compression molding is carried out. 

[Test Examples and Working Examples] ' 

The following explains the present invention in more concrete 
terms by presenting test examples and working examples. 
Test Example -1 

The rehydration property of the plant-cultivation base material 
of the present invention was tested as follows. 

After Finnish sphagnum peat moss having a 50% water content was 
fibrillated, it was dried in the sun to set the water content to 
approximately 30%, and, in a f luidized-bed drier, 10% of an ethylene 
vinyl acetate resin emulsion having a 50% solid content was added to 
it, and the mixture was dried until the water content reached 10 to 
13%. 

This dried product was weighed and packed in a mold and 
compression-molded for 5 seconds at 30 kg/cm 2 , thereby obtaining a 
base material that was 60 mm wide, 60 mm long, and 10 mm high. 

This base material was placed in a Petri dish, and water was 
added to the Petri dish up to the height (10 mm) of the base material 
for conducting a rehydration test on the base material. The results 
are set forth in attached Figs. 1 and 2. 


Fig. 1 is a graph indicating the rehydration condition in the 
height direction, and Fig. 2 in the length direction. When four 
minutes elapsed after the pouring of water over the base material, the 
base material was rehydrated, increasing its height from 10 mm to 19 
mm (Fig. 1) and its length from 60 mm to 66 mm (Fig. 2) , but, 
thereafter, no increase was observed either in its height or length, /92 
thus clearly indicating that the base material can retain its shape 
well while it is rehydrated. 
Test Example -2 

After Finnish sphagnum peat moss having a 50% water content was 
fibrillated, it was dried in the sun to set the water content to 
approximately 30%, and, in a f luidized-bed drier, 10% of an ethylene 
vinyl acetate resin emulsion having a 50% solid content was added to 
it, and the mixture was dried until the water content reached 13.5%. 

To 400 g of this dried product was added and dispersed 880 g of 
commercially available bed soil for raising rice plant seedlings, 
after which the mixture was packed in a 280 X 580 mm mold and 
compressed for 5 seconds under a pressure of 3 0 kg/cm 2 , thereby 
obtaining a light-weight, plate-like product whose density was 0.80 
g/cm 2 and whose thickness was 10 mm. 

This plate-like product was placed in a rice-seedling-cultivation 
box and rehydrated by adding water. The results are shown in Fig. 3. 
The height increased from 10 mm to 15 mm in 4 to 5 minutes, but the 
swelling did not continue after that, and the shape was stable. 


Working Example 1 

After Finnish sphagnum peat moss having a 50% water content was 
fibrillated, it was dried in the sun to set the water content to 
approximately 3 0%, and, in a f luidized-bed drier, 10% of an ethylene 
vinyl acetate resin emulsion was added to it, and the mixture was 
dried until the water content reached 13.5%. 

To this dried product were added fertilizers, and 14 g each of 
this mixture was packed in 60 mm x 60 mm x 10 mm molds. Over one of 
the packed products, 25 tomato seeds were sowed, and 25 cabbage seeds 
were sowed over the other packed product, after which the processed 
peat moss in the weight that corresponds to 10% of the weight of the 
packed products was added as the cover soil. This structure was 
compression-molded for 5 seconds at 3 0 kg/cm 2 , thereby obtaining a 
plant-cultivation base material according to the present i nven t : i on- 

Germination tests were performed in a hot house on the base 
materials in which tomato and cabbage seeds were embedded. The results 
of the germination conditions observed twelve days later are shown in 
Table 1 below. 


TABLE 1 



Germination No. (Abnormal Germination 
No. ) 

Normal Germination Rate 

1 

2 

3 

1 1 

2 

3 

Average 

Tomato 

25 (1) 

25 (0) 

25(1) 

96 

100 

96 

97.3 

Cabbage 

14 (0) 

20 (0) 

23(1) 

56 

80 

88 

74 . 7 


The germination rate of tomato seeds was excellent. The 
germination rate of cabbage seeds was also normal, but, since their 


germination took place at the side surfaces of the base material, 
there is a sufficient possibility for improving the germination rate 
by studying the sowing position in the base material. 
Working Example -2 

Unhusked rice that had been pretreated according to a 
conventional method was sowed according to a conventional seeding 
method over the plate -shaped product prepared and rehydrated in Test 
Example-2 and covered with soil, thereby performing germination/growth 
tests. The results are shown in Table 2. The germination rate after 3 
days and the growth condition after 47 days were both found to be 
comparable to those of the case in which bed soil alone was used. 


TABLE 2 /93 



Germination 

Germination Rate (%) 

Plant height (cm) 


No. 

(grains) 





Average of 10 plants 


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Average 

after 47 days 

Prior -art 

49 

50 

49 

98 

•100- 

98 

98.7 

•15.2 - - - 

base 









Present 

50 

50 

47 

100 

100 

94 

98 . 0 

15.4 

invention 










4 . Brief Explanation of the Drawings 

Among the attached drawings, Fig. 1 is a graph that illustrates 
the rehydration property in the height direction of the plant - 
cultivation base material of the present invention, Fig. 2 is a graph 
that illustrates the rehydration property in the length direction of 
the plant-cultivation base material of the present invention, and Fig 
3 is a graph that illustrates the rehydration property in the height 


direction of the plant-cultivation base material in which bed soil is 
blended according to the present invention. 


[FIG. 1] 


(a) 
*> 

Z 20 
(mm) 

!5- 
)0 


, t 
(mm) 


70 


1 .'" 


6 7 

(b) >tw«- 


65 


60 
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[FIG- 3] 
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